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had to give a speech, would say they just— 
they’re just doing what they love to do, and 
they represent thousands who are doing the 
same thing. 

We’re honored that you’ve joined us. May 
God bless you all. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:57 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Jeanine McDermott, wife of Capt. 
Michael McDermott, USA. 

Statement on the Commencement 
Ceremonies at Virginia Tech in 
Blacksburg, Virginia 
May 11, 2007 

Today and tomorrow, students of Virginia 
Tech will rise to receive the diplomas they 
have earned through years of hard work. 
They can be proud of their academic accom-
plishments and excited about the opportuni-
ties their degrees have opened up for them. 

Laura and I salute the Virginia Tech class 
of 2007. We also remember the students and 
teachers whose lives were taken last month. 
They will always hold a special place in the 
hearts of this graduating class and an entire 
nation. 

Over the past month, our country has wit-
nessed the compassion and resilient spirit of 
the community at Virginia Tech. That spirit 
is on display this weekend in Blacksburg, 
where thousands of friends and family mem-
bers have gathered to celebrate commence-
ment and pray for this remarkable school. 
Our Nation joins them in prayer. And on this 
special occasion, Laura and I send our love 
and heartfelt wishes to the entire Hokie fam-
ily. 

Proclamation 8144—Peace Officers 
Memorial Day and Police Week, 
2007 
May 11, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
In every American community, committed 

law enforcement officers watch over our 

neighborhoods and work to make our Nation 
a safer, more peaceful place. As we observe 
Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police 
Week, we honor the men and women who 
serve the cause of justice, and we pay tribute 
to those who have lost their lives in the line 
of duty. 

By taking an oath to serve and protect their 
fellow citizens, law enforcement officers an-
swer a vital calling and accept a profound 
responsibility. These extraordinary Ameri-
cans work to uphold our laws and serve on 
the front lines in the fight against crime and 
terrorism. 

We owe a lasting debt to those who sac-
rificed their lives while serving and pro-
tecting our fellow citizens. These fallen offi-
cers live on in our national memory as Ameri-
cans whose courage and commitment have 
shown the true meaning of heroism. We offer 
our respect and prayers to their loved ones. 

On Peace Officers Memorial Day and dur-
ing Police Week, we recognize and honor the 
service and sacrifice of the men and women 
whose devotion to duty brings honor to our 
system of justice and makes America a better 
place. 

By a joint resolution approved October 1, 
1962, as amended, (76 Stat. 676), the Con-
gress has authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to designate May 15 of each year as 
‘‘Peace Officers Memorial Day’’ and the 
week in which it falls as ‘‘Police Week,’’ and 
by Public Law 103–322, as amended, (36 
U.S.C. 136), has directed that the flag be 
flown at half staff on Peace Officers Memo-
rial Day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 15, 2007, as Peace 
Officers Memorial Day and May 13 through 
May 19, 2007, as Police Week. I call on all 
Americans to observe these events with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities. I also call 
on Governors of the United States and the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as 
appropriate officials of all units of govern-
ment, to direct that the flag be flown at half 
staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day. I fur-
ther encourage all Americans to display the 
flag at half staff from their homes and busi-
nesses on that day. 
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